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Fall ’17 Adult Study - Intro by Donald K. McKim (See Pastor Mario for Details)  

Covenant is a theme found in the 
Scriptures from the beginning to the 
end. It is a key idea because it 
shows the ways God relates to and 
deals with people.  
If God had not taken the initiative to 
enter into covenant relationships 
with the people of Israel in the Old 
Testament and establish the new 
covenant in Jesus Christ, we would 
know nothing of God, let alone be 
able to live our lives in the presence 
of God and for God’s glory. 
The studies that begin Sunday, Sept. 
3rd will deepen our understanding 
of covenant beginning with Unit I, 
“Signs of God’s Covenants” These 
old testament studies remind us of 
God 's grac ious goodness in  
establishing covenants with people, 
and then the ways God provides for 
these covenants to be remember. The signs of the covenant that God gives are meaningful expressions of God’s loving care, 
which are recalled over and over again and lead to the praise of God.  
In Unit II, “Called into Covenant with God,” we study God's covenant with Abraham through the covenant with Israel and the 
giving of God's law, to the covenant promise to David and his posterity, and God's covenant with a returned exiles. God practices 
covenant loyalty, even in the midst of human sin. 
“An Everlasting Covenant” is the theme of Unit III. When the people of God are unfaithful to their loving Lord, God remains 
faithful. Through the prophet Jeremiah, God promises a new covenant and the gifts of God’s spirit with the law of God written on 
human hearts. This leads us to recognize God's covenant in Jesus Christ, who is the mediator of the new, everlasting covenant 
God has given in sending Christ to provide salvation. Again, God helps us remember this covenant goodness in Christ by 

establishing the Lord’s Supper, which invites us all to receive the benefits 
of Christ around the Lords table where all are welcome and love.  
May God's covenant become even more significant as we reflect on these 
ways God has reached out for us and continues to sustain us in faith hope 
and love as we serve Jesus Christ.  
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* Remembering with thanksgiving those who have died 
and entered in to the Glory of our God.  

If your birthday or anniversary is in September and you do 
not see your name, email revbolivar@skanpresby.org 

To see our Church Calendar, please visit!  
www.skanpresby.org/calendar

September Birthdays!  

Steven Corsello 9/2 
Noah Soderberg 9/4 
Anna Biss 9/5  
Penny Allyn 9/7  
Deb McLear 9/8  
Chuck Williams 9/9  
Steve White 9/12  
Jonathan Niebuhr 9/18  
Barb Connor 9/21 
* Peter Anderson 9/21 
Priscilla Worral 9/22  
Lizzie Fennessy 9/26 
Sandy Nichols 9/28 
Heidi Cross 
Bob Hill 

September Anniversaries! 
Sandy and Bill Nichols 9/2  
Kendra and Don Witter 9/6 
Syd and George Randall 9/6 
Dawn and Adam Cross 9/11 
Shelly and *Gary Andrade 9/24 
        

http://www.skanpresby.org/calendar
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Chancel Choir News 
by Brian Ackles 

The Chancel Choir will resume weekly 
rehearsals beginning Thursday, September 7 from 
7:30-9:00 PM in the choir room.  We will be preparing 
How Can I Keep from Singing? arranged by our own 
Doris Hill for the anthem on Sunday, September 10.  
This is a great anthem to begin our new year together, 
“Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I 
keep from singing?” 

As we begin our rehearsals, I invite all those 
who enjoy singing and fellowship to come and be a part 
of the Chancel Choir.  We have a lot of fun, and work a 
bit also.  We start with prayer, singing through the 
hymns for Sunday, and then prepare the anthem.   

We are blessed to have a great group of singers, but can always use more.  Sometimes work and family 
schedules change, leaving Thursday evenings open to come sing in the choir.  If you have time this Fall and are 
curious, come give the Chancel Choir a try.  All are welcome.   
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2017 CROP Walk October 22 at Austin Pavilion!  
For the second year, we will hold our Church World Service CROP Walk at 
Austin Pavilion (the old ice rink) at 1 E. Austin St on Sunday, October 22.  

Registration begins at 12:30 with our step-off prayer at 1 pm. At this new 
location we will have ample parking, the ability to walk indoors (rain or 
shine) and utilize the walking path around the tennis courts to enjoy the fall 
colors outdoors. Take the opportunity to rest at the “learning stations” along 
the path in the pavilion to learn more about the needs Church World Service 
helps address. Please stop by our office for sponsor forms if you plan to walk.  

Beginning Oct 1, we also will have our CWS/CROP water bottles available. 
Clean water is a gift that we enjoy, but is not accessible to millions of persons around the world. The challenge is to 
place a dime in the emptied water bottle (once you’ve enjoyed the water!) every time you drink a bottle or glass of 
water. Then turn in your dime-filled bottle at the CROP Walk event on Sunday, October 22, or to the Skaneateles 
United Methodist Church office by October 31.  

As always, 25% of the money raised by the CROP Walk and our water bottles will stay locally to support the 
Skaneateles Ecumenical and Spafford Food Pantry. For more information contact: Rev. Dr. Joellyn Tuttle, 
Skaneateles United Methodist Church (315) 685-5963.   

About the July Blood Drive 

The Congregation of the Presbyterian Church of Skaneateles 
sponsors the annual July Blood Drive in the Village.  

We produce the list of donor appointments and man the 
registration and canteen throughout the Drive.  

Here are the Numbers: 

• Donors Scheduled 37 

• Donors who presented themselves 50  

• 3 Deferrals  

• 3 Not sufficient  (an incomplete donation)  

• 2 First time donors  

• 40 Whole Blood Procedures  

• 5 Double Red Cell Procedures  

• 50 Total Productive Units  

Accomplishment 111% of our goal.  

Congratulations and thanks to everyone who participated; a 
special thanks to volunteers: Judy Gelston and grandson Ryan, 
Judy Lindsey and Sandy Nichols.  
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Finance and Stewardship Update - August 2017 

As we pass the half-way mark in 2017, we want to keep 
you informed and updated on the financial health and 
wellness of our Church that supports our ongoing 
mission and services. Most notably, the Committee has 
worked to propose to the Session many process and 
management improvements to enhance our financial 
security stemming from best practices guidance 
received last year.  

• We have revised the after-worship counting and 
documentation process by adding a requirement for dual 
counters.  A special thanks to those additional volunteers, Judy Krieger, Kay Kraatz, Jane Downs, Karlene 
Miller and Caroline Gregory to help us in this new process. 

• The Finance Committee meets monthly to review the financial statements and has added active check ledger 
review.  

• A Memorial Committee with charter guidance was established to manage funds that have grown appreciably in 
recent years. The committee is Chaired by Elder Skip Gassler and with members Judy Krieger, Ann Fey, Lisa 
Lincoln and Peggy Bennett 

Additional highlights in the first half of the year include: 

• The general operating budget is progressing as planned and a favorable cash position has allowed us to 
maintain more funds in the investment accounts. This was advantageous to the Church as the overall financial 
markets showed better than average improvement in the first half of the year. 

• Received in excess of $1,000 designated as per-capita donations. Our per-capita apportionment is $37.75 per 
member this year and we encourage all members to separately designate this amount. The per-capita expense is 
the amount of money that is assessed by the greater Church supporting the Presbytery, Synod and General 
Assembly. 

• Completed a financial review of operations as required by our charter. A special Thank You to the review 
committee, Peggy Bennett and Chuck Williams 

• Meeting with our investment advisor at TIAA to review our investment strategies. 

• Managing a large, un-planned expense related to drainage upgrades on the North side of the building that were 
exposed with the heavy rains this year. Funding was provided from savings designated for building and ground 
use. 

Thank you for your ongoing support in our mission here in this time and place.  

Finance and Stewardship Committee 

Doug Hamlin (Chair)    Ron Beavers   David Graham  
Doug Rutan    Peggy Surdam   Steve White  
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THE WEDDING BANQUET 

Sometimes circumstances occur that bring the Bible into our reality. Jesus’ version of this parable is found in 
Matthew 22 and Luke 14. 
In our reality, on Saturday July 15, 2017, a bus pulled up in front of the Ritz Charles Hotel in Carmel, Indiana. This 
was supposed to be Sarah Cummins' wedding day, but after the Purdue University pharmacy student and her fiancé 
cancelled their $30,000 wedding a week ago, the two were left with the non-refundable celebration. So Cummins 
invited people from the VA and four area homeless shelters to enjoy the 170-person reception they spent two years 
planning. Cummins said, she approached her former fiancé with the idea of donating the dinner, and he agreed to 
what he thought was a selfless way to deal with something that would go to waste. 
Matt Guanzon, a contract negotiator for United Healthcare, heard about the event and donated some suits from his 
own closet so guests could dress up for the dinner, and others pitched in after he posted a request on his Facebook 
page. His tailor, donated several pieces, and The Gifted Gown contributed dresses and accessories. 
Cummins and her former fiancé had paid for most of the bill for their wedding and ceremony, both of which were to 
be at the Ritz Charles. They got $500 back from the photographer, but everything else — the DJ, a harpist, suits, 
bridesmaid dresses, centerpieces and a wedding dress — was sunk. "Everyone has done so much to give me the 
most wonderful experience and it just really stinks that they had to waste it," Cummins said. “For me, I know my 
dream wedding is already gone. It’s happened. I got the dress, I got the place, I got everything I wanted." It's a 
fantastic way to take something that's an unfortunate event, and to bless others. 

THE QUESTIONS OF AN 8 YEAR OLD 

This summer, Rev.Dr. Lindsey was visited by an 8 year 
old, with a great number of questions about God. The 8 
year old had never been to Sunday School, but his parents 
and grandmother knew Rev. Lindsey as “The God-Guy” 
and trusted him to answer the boy’s questions. These were 
among the questions and responses… 
Who Were God’s Parents? God created “time and space,” 
so the earliest thing that was is God… How exciting that 
thousands of years before we knew anything about 
Science, the Hebrews got the order of evolution correct, 
except that when you get back to the very first thing that 
happened, Science makes a guess that there must have 
been a Big Bang, an accident of fate that gases happened to collide; where Faith stands firm that before there was 
anything else, there is God. 
If people want to live with God forever, were Abraham Lincoln and Martin Luther King Jr happy to die? I think they 
were happy to have done everything they could in their lives to make a difference. They were happy to spend 
eternity with God. But No, I think they were very sad, as was the whole world when each were killed before their 
time.   

https://www.uhc.com/
https://www.uhc.com/
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STU-BEAR GOES INTERNATIONAL 

This summer, StuBear went to Scotland with members of our Choir.  
The following are notes from his backpack: 

• June 5, Packed and ready to go on the Scottish Presbyterian 
Heritage Tour. Traveled to Edinburgh on the red-eye, sleeping in 
the cargo-bin, but it was comfy.  

• June 6, Toured Edinburgh in the pouring rain. The Bloomington 
& Skaneateles choirs rehearsed for the first time together, and 
sounded awesome! Stewie was right at home in Queen Anne’s 
Garden, where a group of school-children entertained him with 
cartwheels across the grass. Big group dinner at Merchants’ 
Restaurant: Roast Beef and Yorkshire Pudding. Yumm! Scottish 
Cranachen for dessert, then very tired, off to bed. 

• June 7, First Concert at St. Giles Cathedral, sounded awesome! Tons of compliments! 
• Enjoyed lunch and a “wee dram” at Grey Friars Bobby Pub. My favorite moment was when a little girl was 

pulling her Dad’s hand to come closer to the choir to listen. 
• Traveled to St. Andrews to see the famous Golf Course, the largest Cathedral in N. Europe and had a lovely 

lunch at the diner where Kate and Will first met! 
• I (Stew) got to sit atop the Organ Console at St. Andrews, to give Doris Hill support and see all the singers in 

the stalls. When they stopped singing the walls continued singing for a few seconds. That was Cool! And I liked 
it when on the bus, Sandy read a book to me about dogs. 

• June 11 Visited Cawdoor Castle (very fancy) collecting sea shells from the beach on the North Sea, had High 
Tea in the Castle, saw a Falconry show. 

• June 12 Visited Tomatin Distillery, but the Choir left me behind, saying I was too young, while they had fun. 
• June 13 Dunrobin Castle, sang in the Dornoch Cathedral. They loved our singing, and we donated to funds to 

save the Cathedral. 
• June 14, Traveled to Loch Ness, but did not see Nessie. Teddy-Bears are real, unseen things are sometimes hard 

to believe! Traveled through the Highlands. Green and glorious! Even saw snow on top of the tallest mountains, 
and lots of sheep. Best butter ever! 

• June 15 Two Concerts on our last day. Even had Tea and shortbread in the middle of a concert! The best sing 
was the last at a small church – older people and others – older ones had lived through hardtimes in their 
country, and the gale of music really made an impact. Life teaches that God comes in many ways. Farewell 
dinner and seven-hour flight home. Poor Stewie, could not get “stewed” as he had to give up the wee dram of 
liquid refreshment in his flask at the Security Checkpoint… something about being under-age, though we know 
he is ageless and almost immortal. 

Surprised by Rev. Craig and Judy welcoming us home at the airport! Where to next? 
The Choiristers fitted me out with my own Kilt, Bagpipes, flask and Tam! 
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BAPTISM OF COURTNEY TWINS 

Hi Rev. Lindsey! Thank you so much for your note.  We spoke at length in the car on the way home how welcome 
you all made us feel and how engaging you are.  The service of Baptism and experience was so special. 
We so appreciate you and the church accepting that while we aren't based locally our hearts are still with you.   
Our address is:  Lisa Courtney and Steven Lynch,  
                Lorelei, Griffin, Nolan and Brennan  
                66 South Terrace 
                Short Hills, NJ 07078 

CHURCH PROPERTY CONCERNS 

Just as with our houses, this house of God has weathered the rain and flooding issues. Our woes began with 
persistent flooding in the Northwest-most classroom in lower Dobson. Because everything North of the Church is a 
higher elevation than out Church, all the ground water and surface water seemed to pass through our building on 
the way to the lake! To alleviate flooding every time it rained, our Session authorized Lake Country Construction 
to excavate a 4 foot wide, 3 foot deep trench at the base of the hill outside the concrete barrier wall. In the bottom 
of this trench, they laid a collection tube, which drained to a new catch basin (donated by Sunnycrest Concrete). 
The trench was then filled with gravel. 
Making certain the problem was corrected, the contractors excavated immediately against the classroom wall, only 
to discover that at some point someone drilled a hole through the concrete block wall to run electricity out of the 
building. Instead of sealing the wall properly, or placing the wire inside metal conduit, this was simply a bare wire 
through a drilled hole, with a plastic bag stuffed inside. This hole in the bottom of the boat, has now been sealed! 
However, the Skaneateles Festival Offices across the hall also flooded, with water coming in through the outside 
door. Snaking out the drain outside the door, we discovered the storm drain from the lower Dobson door, all the 
way to the middle of the driveway was blocked. Once all the years of sediment and sludge were broken up, this 
had to be vacuumed out.  
Trees, Squirrels and Ice have played havoc with the fascia on the North-side of Dobson Hall’s roof, which is being 
replaced in order to rehang 6” wide gutters along the East and North sides of the Church building.  
Thankfully, with all the rain, the only things that have been damaged were carpeting, and our patience.  

WITH ALL THE RAIN 

As much as we have each complained about all the rain and humidity this summer, the constant sound of sump-
pumps, the perpetual mowing of grass, the pollen, just think: We could be shoveling this as snow, or paying 
someone to plow it away for us! 
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Presbyterian Women of the Church - Hygiene Kits for CWS  

Our PWC committee would like to fill at least eighteen Health Kits to help replenish the Church World Service 
Warehouse.  These Hygiene Kits contain seven supplies that fit in a one-gallon Ziploc bag.  The kits are 
distributed both here at home and around the world to people suffering from disasters like floods, hurricanes, 
sickness and health issues. Supplies needed are hand towels, washcloths, combs, nail clippers, soap, tooth 
brushes, and standard size band-aids. Supplies needed to complete 18 kits are:   

• 6 wash cloths                                        
• 14 wide tooth combs 
• 18 nail clippers ( finger or  toe)  
• 12 bath size bars of soap 
• 14 toothbrushes 
• 1-2 pkgs. Band-aids to = 80 

Our kits will be assembled at the PWC January “Brown Bag” lunch meeting on Wed., Jan. 10th.  Supplies can 
be left in the Sims Room baskets.  Donations to cover mailing and processing to Church World Service can be 
left with Peggy Surdam in the church office. This Health Kit program has been one of our PWC projects for 
many years.  Thank you for considering this mission and bringing in items for the kits.   
Questions or Comments?  to Judy Krieger at 315-685-5621 or jwkrieger2@gmail.com 

Presbyterian	Women	of	the	Church	-	September	

Opening	Luncheon	will	be	Thursday,	Sept.	21	at	noon.		
Rev.	Craig	Lindsey	will	introduce	our	2017/2018	bible	study:			

Cloud	of	Witnesses	–	The	Community	of	Christ	in	Hebrews	

Bible	Study	books	are	available	in	the	church	ofGice	for	$10.00	
Please	join	us	for	a	light	lunch	and	fellowship	

On-point	for	College	Pillow	Collection	
many	thanks	to	all	who	donated	pillows.		we	exceeded	our	goal	and	collected	
59	so	59	kids	will	be	grateful	to	you	for	making	their	college	experience	a	little	
more	comfortable!	

HELP!  The funeral reception committee has 
dwindled to 2 people.   

If you can lend a hand by making phone calls, baking cookies, 
providing a salad, making punch, furnishing flowers,  or by 
setting up, serving or cleaning up on the day.   

 No meetings-all coordinated by phone.   

Give Ann Fey or Joan Tarolli a call.  
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Give Us A Ring… 

The Bell Choir is looking for new members! 

Bell ringing is an eco-friendly team activity that is open to 
everyone.  It stimulates the brain and helps you keep fit, while 
making a glorious sound.  In learning to ring you will be part 
of a group of friends, start a lifelong learning experience, and 
serve your church community. 

For more information please contact 

Sue Grady @ 315-685-3235 or any bell choir member. 

MANOR NEWS Summer 2017 

During the summer, the Manor porch is an inviting place for the residents 
to gather and on any given day they can be found there visiting and 
people watching. We have a suite available and there is more information 
at the church office (315-685-5048) or on the church website. 

Carol Gassler refinished the bannister and gave it a new look. Thank you 
Carol. 

Pam and Doug Hamlin were first time Sunday Servers.  They enjoyed 
getting to know the residents, serving the food and eating with them.  
They said they would be back again.  

We appreciate and are thankful to 
everyone who helps out on 
Sunday.  We encourage new 
members or those who have not 
participated in this outreach to 
give it a try.   

It is fun and rewarding.   

Servers for July:  Carol and Skip Gassler, Jane Downs and 
Judy Krieger, Pam and Doug Hamlin, Donna and Don Volz, 

Servers for August:  Theresa Motz, Donna and Don Volz, The 
Glowacki Family, Sandy and Tom Holbrook.  
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